
Division 

Year R (EYFS) 

Children begin to explore the idea of division by sharing objects into groups. Where possible, 

get the children to share into equal groups as this is a key point for division. 

 

Year 1 

Children will continue to share equally in 

practical contexts. They will record this 

pictorially and with begin to sort shared 

groups into arrays with adult support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 

In Year 2 the children will write division calculations using the symbols “÷” and “=”. They 

will come to understand that division cannot be done in any order. They will explore division 

practically by sharing objects and then move on to using arrays.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children will then move on to think of division as repeated subtraction. Again a number 

line may be used here.  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.eduplace.com/math/mw/background/3/08/graphics/ts_3_8_wi-3.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.eduplace.com/math/mw/background/3/08/te_3_08_overview.html&h=234&w=168&tbnid=Vw4qHrBuezi3RM:&zoom=1&q=division+arrays&docid=CDjM1miBNrib1M&ei=DglvVZGvG-f97AaQnoCwBQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CCAQMygBMAE


 
 

  

 

 

 

 



Year 3  

Children start to learn the short division method. Initially this should be without remainders. 

Place value counters and dienes can continue to be used to support understanding of the 

processes involved in the formal method.  

 

Short division using counters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 

Children continue to consolidate use of short division. They begin to solve problems 

involving remainders.  When dividing by 10, 100 and 1000 to convert between units of 

measure the children should apply their understanding of place value and make use of place 

value charts. 

 

Year 5 

Children continue to consolidate use of short division. They interpret remainders 

appropriately for the context (as integers, fractions and decimals).  When dividing by 10, 100 

and 1000 to convert between units of measure the children should apply their understanding 

of place value and make use of place value charts. If appropriate for the cohort, long division 

can also be introduced. This might be through the use of chunking or the alternative method 

also shown below. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Chunking 

 
Alternative long division method 

 

 
 

Year 6 

In year 6 the children will use long division methods which may have been introduced in 

Year 5. 

 


